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Book Notichs 


Bi-rnari') K. M ai ONi'Y. (editor). 1998. Human Activities and the Tropical Rainforest: 

Past, Present, and Possible Future. (ISBN 0-7923-4858-3, hbk.). Kluwer 
Academic Publishers, RO. Bo.\ 17, 3300 A A Dordechr, The Netherlands. (Orders: 


5 


U.S.A. US$142.00, hbk., 206 pp., figures, 6 1 /2" x 9 1/2". 

Uil^lcoJ ConU'uls: Pretacc; Acknowledgements; Contributors; boreword. ProfessorSi rGhillccin Pnint c 

1 ) Introduction. Bernard K. Maloney 

2) Landscape sensitivity in the Humid Tropics: A geomorphological appraisal. Michael L' Thomas 

3) Human activity and the Tropical Rainlorest: Are the Soils the lorgotten component of the 
Fxosystem? Stephen NoridiH 

4) The Long-Term History ol Human Activity and Rainlorest Oevelopment. Bernard K. Maloney 
) Indigenous Knowledge ol the Rainlorest: Perception, F..\traction, and Cc^nservation. Roy F Fllen 

6) History and Density ol Middle American Forests: The Inheriic^rs ol the Mayan Landscape. 
Peter A. LTirlev 

y 

7) Social, L.conomic, and ITilitical Asj^ectsol Lorest Clearance and Land-Use planning in Indo- 
nesia. Alastair I. Fraser 

8) Diversity Destroyed? The Monoculture ol Fucalypt us. Christopher J. Barrow 

9) Modelling Climatic Impacts ol Future Rainlorest Destruction. Kenneth McGul licet al 
ID) Conclusion. Bernard K. Maloney 

This is an important contribution to the scientific understanding ol the human impact on Neotropi- 
cal Rainloresis. 1 his text would work well in ethnobiology and conservation biology graduate courses. 
It encompassesa broad geiTgraphic scheme and takeson thesubject matter with an interdisciplinary 
a|-)pmach. Lut ure editions would be improved by including a subject index. I would recommend this 
book to researchers interested in the human aspect to biodiversity and ecosystem conservation. 
— Kevin l^. Jiinni, Bolanical Research Instilule o I Texas, ITrt Worth, TX 76/02-4060. U.S.A., 

hjanni(^hrit.or^. 



S.M.J.V. Rapanarixtt J.J. Lavrancxs, A.J.M, Leluwlnbfrct and W. Rc^tosi i. 199Q. 

Pachypodium (Apocynaceae). Taxonomy, Ecology and Cultivation. (ISBN 

90-5410-485-6, hbk.). A. A. Balkema Publishers, Old Post Road, Brookfield, 
VT 05036-9704, www.balkeina.nl, balkeina@balkeina.nl, 802-276-3837 lax, 

, 80 color photos. 

I his taxonomic monographic revision ol I\iehypoJ iiini (Apocynaceae) is based on studies of living 
plants both in the wild and in cultivation. The genus iscom|9rised ol 2 3 species, eight of which are 
endemic to Madagascar. Cither species occur in continental Africa. There is the generic description 
lol lowed b\’ a ke\' to species is lol lowed by a treatment ol species. Fach species is treated systemati- 
cally and includes a line drawing, color photo(s), and a distribution map. Some of the line drawings 
are a little on the rough side, Inwever, the 80 color photos (plates) are very nice. I find one new com 
binatioti presented, Pai hyupodi ufu gracilius (H. Perrier) Rapanarivo, comb. nov. The book is roundeil 
out with a chapter on PachypoJiuni in cultivation followed by an index of exsiccatae, a nice index. 
-Barney I.ipsconih, Botanical Research Institute oj Texas, I'ort Worth. TX 76I02-40B0, U.S.A., 
harnev@brit.org. 
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